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FACT SHEET: Support for Cycling in Ontario is at a Tipping Point 
 
There is Growing Support for Cycling in Ontario and Growing Numbers of 
Ontarians are Cycling 
 

 The percentage of Ontarians who bicycle regularly is 36 per cent, up from 
28.2 per cent in 2012 

 5.1 per cent of Ontarians say they ride a bike daily or almost daily, up from 
4 percent in 2012. 

 31.2 per cent of Ontarians report riding weekly or monthly, up from 28% 

 A majority of Ontarians – 68 per cent -- would prefer to cycle more often. 
This number is up from the 58 per cent of Ontarians surveyed in 2012. 

 70 per cent of Ontarians believe that cyclists need more bike lanes or paved 
shoulders and 78 per cent believe that more people would cycle if there 
was more and better cycling infrastructure. 

 56 per cent of Ontarians feel that the Government of Ontario should invest 
in a new cycling education program like swimming safety lessons to help 
Ontarians increase their understanding of the rules of the road.  

 89 per cent of Ontarians would support the provincial government 
investing in the development of active travel plans to promote walking and 
cycling to school.  
 

 
There is a huge pent up demand for cycling in the GTA 
 

 The percentage of Torontonians who bicycle at least monthly is 37 per cent 
with 7 per cent or 182,000 cycling daily – up from 5.2 per cent 

 2.3 per cent of those living in the GTHA bike daily or almost daily. 

 A majority of Torontonians – 69 per cent -- would prefer to cycle more 
often. This number is up from the 58 per cent of Ontarians surveyed in 
2012. 
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 69.4 per cent of Torontonians believe that cyclists need more bike lanes or 
paved shoulders and 81 per cent believe that more people would ride bikes 
if there was more and better cycling infrastructure such as protected bike 
lanes and paved shoulders.  

 65.7 per cent of those surveyed in the GTHA believe more bike lanes are 
needed and 72 per cent believe that more and better infrastructure would 
increase the number of riders.  

 68 per cent of Torontonians support the City of Toronto making a financial 
contribution so that BIXI remains a sustainable part of the City’s 
transportation network.  

 85 per cent of Torontonians would support the provincial government 
investing in the development of active travel plans to promote walking and 
cycling to school. 89 per cent of those in the GTA believe the same. 

 53 per cent of Torontonians believe that the City should invest in cycling 
education courses and make them widely available.  

 
There is Support for Metrolinx to Include Active Transportation in its Plans 
 

 71 per cent of Torontonians agree that walking and cycling infrastructure 
should be included in Metrolinx’s $30 billion Big Move; 67 per cent of 
Ontarians share this view. 
 

 79 per cent of Torontonians support Metrolinx funding being allocated to 
transit; 66.4 per cent support funding cycling/bike paths; 66 per cent 
support funding walking/pedestrian infrastructure; 62 per cent  support 
funding roads and 58.4 per cent support funding highways.  

 
Torontonians want to see Cycling Investments Included in Pan Am Games Plans 
 

 69 per cent of Torontonians agree that investment in the Pan Am Games 
should include cycling infrastructure such as more bike lanes and paths that 
would be used by visitors and athletes and serve as a legacy resulting from 
the games. 
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Supporting Bicycling is Popular 
 

 42 per cent of Ontarians are more likely to vote for a local or provincial 
political candidate if they make a strong public commitment to fund new 
cycling infrastructure such as separated bike lanes paved shoulders and 
bike only traffic signals.  

 53 per cent of Ontarians now live in bicycle friendly communities with 22 
communities so-designated under the Share the Road Coalition’s Bicycle 
Friendly Communities Program 
 
 

The above results have been drawn from a representative sample of 1523 adult 
Ontario residents over the period of May 14 to 17th, 2013.  
 

-30- 
 
For information and interviews: Kaitlynn Dodge, Brown & Cohen Communications 
& Public Affairs Inc. (416) 835-0257 (cell) or 416-484-1132, Ext. 5 (office) or 
kaitlynn@brown-cohen.com 
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