
Poll Results Confirm Support for Bicycling On the Increase in Ontario
Over 1,000 Ontarians Urge Provincial Politicians to Support Active and Health Communities Both Locally and at Queen’s Park
Burlington, Ontario -- October 2nd, 2011 – On the eve of the provincial election, the Share the Road Cycling Coalition, (The Coalition) a provincial cycling policy and advocacy organization, released the results of a survey of 1,020 Ontarians investigating their participation in and support for cycling. 

The survey, conducted by opinion research firm Strategic Communications focused specifically on measures to encourage greater participation, issues related to cycling infrastructure, and the roles of different levels of government when it comes to supporting cycling as a choice for Ontarians. 

The Coalition released the poll as stakeholders from across Ontario gather in Essex County to discuss implementation of the area’s $52 M “County Wide Active Transportation Study”, including ways in which the provincial government might make a contribution to this initiative and others like it across the province. 

“As Ontarians head to the polls, it is worth noting that a growing number of them want their provincial politicians to focus on investing in programs that will make cycling safer, easier and more [image: image1.jpg]SHARE <
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convenient in their communities across Ontario. Our polling data  demonstrates that Ontarians  -- cyclists and drivers – view increased cycling as a good thing for everyone, yielding a range of benefits including lower health care costs, better quality of life, safer streets and communities, less traffic congestion and reduced emissions,” said Eleanor McMahon, CEO Share the Road Cycling Coalition. 

Survey results demonstrate:

· 28 per cent of adults in Ontario cycle regularly (up from 24 per cent in 2009)
· 53 per cent would prefer to cycle more often  with safer roads at the top of the agenda when it comes to helping and encouraging them to cycle more
· 93 per cent endorse the need to ‘share the road” and find solutions to “improve safety for cyclists and motorists alike”
· 67 per cent support provincial funding to encourage the development of cycling and active transportation infrastructure. 
· More specifically, 69 per cent of Ontarians agreed that the health benefits of increased cycling resulting reductions in health care costs was a good reason for the provincial government to invest in cycling and active transportation infrastructure.  This reinforced findings of The Coalition’s 2010 research which identified health benefits as one of the most persuasive reasons to support increased cycling.
· Enhanced cycling infrastructure is perceived as a matter of balancing the rights of cyclists and motorists. 67 per cent agreed that a portion of the money currently spent on roads should be earmarked to meet the needs of cyclists.
· 57 per cent agreed that the benefits of having more people cycling far outweigh the costs of building better infrastructure
· A strong majority (75 per cent) of Ontarians share the view that more and better cycling infrastructure would enhance cycling safety and encourage more people to ride their bikes  -- including the addition of curbed and separate bike lanes, paved shoulders and bike-only traffic signals. 
· 54 per cent view support for increased safe cycling opportunities as the joint responsibility of both levels of government (municipal and provincial). 
“In jurisdictions around the world where cycling flourishes, governments have invested in making cycling safer and easier, notably focusing on infrastructure, education and awareness. In those same jurisdictions, cycling contributes to economic development and job creation through tourism. The US government has invested over $5 B in cycling infrastructure and other programs since 1990. Closer to home, the governments of Quebec and British Columbia have invested significantly in support for municipal infrastructure programs ($200 M and $31 M respectively) with Quebec earning $130 M per year in tourism revenue,” said McMahon.  

“Both these polling numbers and the results of our election advocacy initiative – the Active Communities Pledge – indicate that Ontarians are looking for provincial representatives who are prepared to invest in build safe and active communities where safe cycling routes are given greater priority,” she added 

“This polling also demonstrates that Ontarians view support for cycling as the shared responsibility of the provincial government and municipal government. As the public consensus regarding benefits and the pent-up demand for safe cycling opportunities grows, both levels of government —but particularly the provincial government – are likely to face increasing pressure to plan and fund robust cycling infrastructure in Ontario,” McMahon noted.  “Regardless of which political party forms the government, healthy and active communities – where cycling is recognized as a viable mode of transportation and recreation – are a growing priority for voters.  The bottom line message is that Ontarians support enhanced investments in cycling, and they understand the benefits of those investments in terms of enhanced livability, community health and cohesion and reduced congestion,” she added. 

The Coalition also revealed that over 1,200 Ontarians and 30 candidates have taken the “Active Communities Pledge”, an initiative to encourage voters and candidates to be champions for cycling and active transportation during the provincial election. The initiative followed a 2009 survey which demonstrated that 73 per cent of municipal transportation and planning experts asked said that the provincial government should do more to support active transportation in Ontario. 

“We are pleased to see that over 1,200 Ontarians participated and demonstrated their support for a greater provincial role in order to encourage cycling.   This sends a strong message that support for infrastructure investments and measures such as safe-passing legislation remain priorities for growing cycling in Ontario’s communities,” McMahon said. 

McMahon also noted that The Active Communities Pledge campaign is about boosting awareness of the issues, not pressuring politicians. “There are so many candidates that already understand the benefits of building a bike friendly community. Our campaign is about giving those supportive politicians an opportunity to make their bike-friendly views known to voters. “Of course it might also help get them elected,” McMahon added. 
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For information: Eleanor McMahon, Founder and CEO, Share the Road Coalition (647) 201-2820 (cell) Eleanor_McMahon@rogers.blackberry.net 
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