
 

 

 

Speaking Notes: Eleanor McMahon, Founder and CEO, Share the Road Cycling Coalition 

Launch Ontario Bicycle Strategy Friday November 30th 

 

Good morning Minister Chiarelli, Yasir, Bob and Dave and the staff at Bushtukah, my 

colleague, Board member and Ottawa resident Anne Paliwal, colleauges and friends. 

 

Two years ago while at the Velo City global cycling conference in Copenhagen, I was pleased 

to have breakfast with a delegation from the City of Ottawa – municipal leaders and staff 

there to see firsthand how that amazing city has  -- effortlessly it would seem – made cycling 

part of their culture, part of their everyday lives. The Dutch too wonder what the fuss is all 

about – it’s like brushing your teeth they say. I often wondering if they gently poke fun at 

how seemingly complicated we make the cycling conversation whereas for them finding 

ways for people to get around by bike is just the sensible thing to do.  

 

At the breakfast was John Burke the CEO of Wisconsin-based Trek Bicycling Corporation one 

of the largest cycling manufacturers in the world. I sat with John before others arrived and 

we talked about Ottawa  -- I told him what a great city Ottawa is for riding and invited him to 

visit. I also told him that Ottawa is a Silver in our Bicycle Friendly Community Program. The 

highest ranking thus far and a model for other cities in Ontario and Canada. And finally, I told 

him about Bushtukah – one of the largest Trek dealers in Canada, and about Bob Laughton 

and Dave Morton two leaders in the cycling retailing community. Not just because they are 

successful retailers but also because they are true community builders who are dedicated to 

the health and well being of the people who live here. And like so many retailers they are 

small business people, the engine that drives our economy. A sign of a healthy bicycle 

friendly community is a vibrant retailing culture and Bushtukah is definitely a key player in 

that. Bob and Dave, thank you for hosting us today and for the work you do to support us and 

cycling and public health here in Ottawa. 

 

Back to Copenhagen…. 



 

 

While I accept the good humor of my Dutch and Danish friends, I have come to realize over 

the past 5 years that I have been on this journey that creating an enviable cycling culture in 

Ontario is not just a journey of several thousand kilometres, but one which requires an 

endless amount of patience, a healthy sense of humor and perspective, an empathy for the 

cyclists who don’t feel safe on our roads and are frustrated by the often slow-pace of change 

and the challenges facing local officials as they facing seemingly endless obstacles in 

navigating this rather complex series of issues. And so, I have a great deal of appreciation for 

what brought us to today’s announcement. 

 

I want to thank Minister Chiarelli – and his predecessors Ministers Bradley and Wynne with 

whom I have had the pleasure of working on this critical policy area. I also want to thank the 

Sustainable Transportation Policy group in the MTO for their diligence and perseverance as 

they navigated not only the arena of public opinion and input with us these past 3 years, but 

also persevered internally to align their colleagues to a vision that embraces the 

opportunities inherent in accommodating cyclists, and recognizes their important 

responsibility in protecting vulnerable road users.  

 

Minister Chiarelli an important thanks goes to you for your passion for and commitment to 

cycling file. As a former Mayor you understand what cities want and what they need – you 

also have an incredibly personal understanding of what making our streets and our 

roadways safer for cyclists mean. You have spoken to me – and you have shared with all of us 

– that you have children who ride their bicycles, and grandchildren too and as such your 

concern is that of a parent and a grandparent. I applaud you and thank you for your 

leadership, for your commitment to working with our partners and me and for your support 

in moving this file forward despite some challenging circumstances.   

 

I know the fiscal framework is difficult, and I know too that carving out a role for the Ontario 

government with its vast network of roadways hasn’t been easy. But it is the absolute right 

thing to do and I think we would all agree – after 20 years since the last policy was launched, 

we’re due for an update!  



 

 

 

Twenty years has been far too long to wait for new approaches that address what is in reality 

an ancient form of transportation, one that pre-dates the car. Bicycling is a wonderful, 

magical way to get around. You see things and people in ways, which cars don’t allow. You 

get your heart pumping, and your hair blowing in the wind. It’s invigorating, it’s efficient, it’s 

cheap -- parking is free – and it’s a great way to spend the day with friends. What’s there not 

to like? How can you not support citizens who make a daily contribution to their own health 

and well being – and to their community’s too. 

 

Municipal governments in Ontario continue to make strides in embracing bicyclists and their 

preference for two wheels instead of four. Progressive thinking is that which understands the 

particular vulnerability cyclists face every day, appreciates the need for motorists to have a 

degree of predictability so that they know where they should be – and where cyclists are – so 

that we can all avoid the kind of tragic consequences that come from collisions between 

vehicles that are so vastly different in terms of their size and scope.  

 

The Ontario government has taken an important step forward today. We recognize the effort 

it took to get us here but we know that there is much to do. Working together we can create a 

bicycle friendly Ontario, one where cyclists can safely enjoy an activity, which has such 

positive benefits.  A commitment to road safety, which acknowledges and embraces our most 

vulnerable is what the Coroner’s Review underscored. Today we start the process of 

developing a robust cycling strategy for our Ontario. We urge all of our stakeholders to 

contribute to the process and we look forward to working with members of the legislature 

and municipal leaders to realize our vision for a bicycle friendly Ontario. 


